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Study
design

Experimental
studies
(intervention of the

researcher, observation of

what happens)

Randomised
Controlled trials
(RCTs)

Non-Randomised
Controlled trials

Observational
studies

(subjects are observed, no
action from the researcher)

Cohort studies

Case-control
studies

k) Olo]

Cross sectional
studies

Ecological studies
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Types of Study

assign exposures?

| Did investigator |

Yes

I Experimental study I
|

IHE Nncdorm al Iocat'rc-n?l
|
Wes Mo

MNon-
randomised
controlled
trial

Randomised

controlled
trial

E xqrosure — = Outoome

Exprosire ll— O urtc orree

Cohort
study

[ e

I{Jbﬁe rvational 5tud3.rl
|

I Comparison group™?

Yes Mo
Analytical Descriptive
stuchy study

| Directionz |

Case-
control
study

Exposure and
Ll | Cslmi iy g ==
thee sarme time

Cross-
sectional
study

(From Grimes and Shulz, Larcer 2002; 359: SF7—61)



Question type

Example

Ty pe of study

Therapy

I= this intervention more effectie

than another?®

RCT

Criagnostic Test

Hows accurate i= this diagnostic
te=t>

Independent, lind compari=zon to a
Cold Standard

Prognosi=

Wwhat i= the likebhy outcome,
progres=ion or survival time for

this condition?

Cohort Study = Case Control =

Casese Series

Harm & Eticlogry

Wivhat are the cau=se=s of this

condition or state of affairs™>

RCT = Cohort Study = Ca=se

Control = Casse Series

Prewention

Howe to reduce the risk of dissase

RCT = Cohort Studyyw = Case

Control > Case Series

Cost-effectiveness

= intervention =< more cost-—
effective than intervention »#

Economic SAnabhy=is

Cuality of Life

Wwhat will be the guality of life for
the patient with this condition

followwing this intervention =tc. 7

Clualitative Studnyr

Im seach case a systematic rewviewr of all the available studies is bbetter tham an imndircidual

study. A systematic review will comparnese several RCTs that hawvwe studied the same

treatment & aggregate resulis.
e meE R




Meta-
analyses

&
ystematic Review

Intervention Studies

Randomized controlled trials
Other clinical trials

Observational Studies

Cohort studies
Case-control studies
Cross-sectional studies

Non-Human Studies

Animal studies
In-vitro studies (cell culture)

k) Olo]
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